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Cold-weather
gear gets
soft shell,
breathability

By Muatthew Cox

T ATATY WITER

whih': daytime temperatures remain arownd

the 100-degree mark, you can bet sol-
diers in Irng and Afghanistan arent  IMPROVED MIDWEIGHT LAYER
worried about keeping warm in the Geld. Pokyeies grid Deooe lop acsl bxftomin Ioksge
As winter nears, however, the nighttime tem- f:;'fﬂ: ;*;;ﬁ:a;m“’ ke
peratures will soon turn increasingly frigid in
those combat zones, Fittingly, perhaps, the Army has unveiled its new
cold-weather clothing system,
The Generation [T Extended Cold Weather Clothing System — slated
for igaue (o Army units headed to Afghanistan thia winter — departs
from the eurrent “snivel gear” and instead features seven new layers
of commereial style insulation.
If all goes well, clothing officials hope to start issuing the new line
by late 2006,
Clothing experts, working with the Infantry Center, began looking
for new options in cold-weather gear in May 2001 to replace the
Generation [ and II ECWCS that soldiers say is too bulky and just
doesn't breathe enough during the rigors of cold-weather combat.
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Winter gear
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